
Utah Jazz Name Will Hardy Head Coach
Hardy Becomes Ninth Head Coach in Franchise History

 
SALT LAKE CITY (June 29, 2022) – The Utah Jazz announced today that the team
has named Will Hardy as head coach. Per team policy, terms of the deal were not
released. Hardy is the ninth head coach in Jazz history and sixth since the franchise’s
relocation to Salt Lake City in 1979.

Hardy joins the Jazz from the Boston Celtics, where
he spent one season as an assistant coach, helping
guide the team to its first NBA Finals appearance
since 2010. He was also a member of the USA men’s
basketball coaching staff that won the gold medal at
the 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo. Prior to the
Celtics, Hardy spent 11 seasons with the San Antonio
Spurs as an assistant coach. He also served as the
head coach of the Spurs entries in the Salt Lake City
Summer League from 2015-18 and NBA Summer
League in Las Vegas in 2017 and 2018.

“We could not be more excited to welcome Will Hardy as the next head coach of the
Utah Jazz,” said Ryan Smith, NBA governor of the Utah Jazz. “He has incredible
experience and we believe in his continued trajectory. Danny and Justin ran a
comprehensive process and we are confident Will is the right head coach to lead us
into the next chapter of the Utah Jazz. Ashley and I and the entire ownership group
are grateful to welcome Will, his wife Spencer, and their family to Utah.”

“Will Hardy is one of the brightest young leaders in the NBA,” said Utah Jazz CEO of
basketball operations Danny Ainge. “He understands the importance of setting a
vision and creating a culture for players. He places great value on communication,
player development and creating the most productive environment for players to
succeed. His experience on coaching staffs that have made the NBA Finals and with
USA Basketball are invaluable and have helped prepare him for this moment. We
couldn’t be more excited for Will to lead the Jazz moving forward.”

“As our search committee went through this process, Will really separated himself
among a group of extremely talented candidates,” said Jazz general manager Justin
Zanik. “We’re eager to get to work with him as we continue our pursuit of bringing an
NBA championship to Utah.”



Hardy began his career in San Antonio as a basketball operations intern in 2010
before being promoted to assistant video coordinator in 2011 and then video
coordinator in 2013. He also served on the coaching staff for Team USA at the 2019
FIBA World Cup.

“The Utah Jazz are one of the most respected and successful franchises in the NBA
and the fan base here is legendary,” Hardy said. “This opportunity comes with
tremendous responsibility. I’m grateful for the trust the Jazz have placed in me and I
look forward to the work ahead.”

A native of Richmond, Va., Hardy graduated from Williams College where he played
four collegiate seasons for the Ephs while earning an undergraduate degree in
English. He and his wife Spencer are the parents of two daughters.
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About Smith Entertainment Group
Smith Entertainment Group (SEG) is a sports, technology and entertainment investment group
focused primarily on the state of Utah. SEG’s portfolio includes the Utah Jazz (NBA), Real Salt Lake
(MLS), Vivint Arena, Rio Tinto Stadium, Salt Lake City Stars (NBA G League), Utah Jazz Gaming (NBA
2K League), Real Monarchs (MLS NEXT Pro), management of the Salt Lake Bees (MiLB), Zone Sports
Radio Network, and other Utah-centric business ventures.

About the Utah Jazz
Founded as the 18th member of the National Basketball Association (NBA) in 1974, and located in
Salt Lake City since 1979, the Utah Jazz are committed to excellence as a team and in the community.
On the court, the Jazz are the second-winningest team in the NBA over the last 30 years, having won
11 division titles and two Western Conference championships along with 17 seasons of 50-plus wins,
and are supported by one of the most passionate fan bases in all of sports. The Utah Jazz also operate
the Junior Jazz program, the largest and longest-running youth basketball league in the NBA,
featuring more than 60,000 players and an additional 13,000 volunteers who take part annually
across six states. For more information on the Utah Jazz, visit www.utahjazz.com.
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