
 

Gobert and Mitchell Named 2021 NBA All-Stars 

*Two-time Defensive Player of the Year named All-Star for second time* 

*Jazz guard selected as an All-Star for second-straight season* 
 

SALT LAKE CITY (February 23, 2021) – Utah Jazz center Rudy Gobert and guard 

Donovan Mitchell were named NBA All-Stars as two of the seven Western 

Conference reserves announced by the NBA today. The duo was voted in by NBA 

coaches for the 70th NBA All-Star Game, which will be played at State Farm Arena 

in Atlanta on Sunday, March 7 with on-court action beginning at 4:30 p.m. MT on 

TNT. This marks the second-straight All-Star appearance for both the two-time 

NBA Defensive Player of the Year and 2018 NBA Slam Dunk Champion.  

 
Gobert (7-1, 256, France) owns averages of 13.9 points on 64.0 percent from the field (3rd in NBA), 13.5 rebounds 

(tied 2nd in NBA), 2.8 blocks (2nd in NBA) and 1.3 assists in 30.3 minutes per contest. On the year, he’s totaled 22 

point-rebound double-doubles, which is tied for the second most point-rebound double-doubles in the NBA in 2020-

21. In his eighth NBA season, Gobert has put down 100 dunks on the year, which is an NBA-best and he’s led the 

league in that category in three-straight seasons. 

 

For the fourth-straight year, he leads the NBA in screen assists with 205 so far through 2020-21, also contesting 

14.8 shots per game, which is the second-best clip in the NBA. He currently ranks first in the NBA in defensive rating 

(100.5) and defensive win shares (2.2), also ranking sixth in total win shares (4.5). 

 

In addition to being named the NBA’s Defensive Player of the Year in two seasons (2018, 2019), the 28-year-old has 

also earned other accolades including being selected to the All-NBA Defensive First Team in four-straight seasons 

(2017-20), All-NBA Second Team (2017) and All-NBA Third Team twice (2019, 2020). 

 

Representing the West for Team Giannis in the 2020 NBA All-Star Game in Chicago, Gobert finished with 21 points 

(10-of-11 FG), 11 rebounds and one block. 

 

Mitchell (6-3, 222, Louisville) is averaging a career-high 24.5 points on 43.0 percent from the field and a career-best 

38.9 percent from three, along with a career-high 5.2 assists and 4.4 rebounds in 33.6 minutes per contest. His 

scoring average ranks 17th in the NBA this season. The 24-year-old is one of only seven NBA guards to be averaging 

over 24 points, five assists and four boards in 2020-21. He’s connected on 98 three-point field goals this season, 

which is the 10th most in the NBA and he has seven games with 30-or-more points which is tied for the 14th most in 

the league on the year. 

 

In a 129-118 win against New Orleans on Jan. 21, Mitchell hit his 600th three-point field goal in just his 240th 

career game, becoming the quickest player in NBA history to reach that milestone and already ranks fourth in all-

time Jazz threes made with 646. Since Mitchell entered the NBA in 2017-18, he’s totaled 5,811 points, 1,059 

assists and 1,043 rebounds, one of only six players to post over 5,800 points, 1,000 boards and 1,000 assists over 

those four seasons. 

 

The 2018 NBA Slam Dunk Champion also earned 2017-18 All-NBA Rookie First Team accolades, also twice 

competing in the NBA Rising Stars Game (2018, 2019). In his first NBA All-Star game last season in Chicago, 

Mitchell logged seven points, five rebounds, four assists, two steals and one block for Team Giannis. 

 

 

 



Representing Utah for the second-straight season, Gobert and Mitchell are the 13th and 14th Jazz players to be 

selected as All-Stars, along with Carlos Boozer (2007-08), Adrian Dantley (1980-82, ’84-86), Mark Eaton (1989), 

Rickey Green (1984), Gordon Hayward (2017), Andrei Kirilenko (2004), Karl Malone (1988-98, 2000-02), Pete 

Maravich (1977-79), Mehmet Okur (2007), Len “Truck” Robinson (1978), John Stockton (1989-97, 2000) and 

Deron Williams (2010, 2011). They become just the seventh and eighth players to appear in the All-Star game 

multiple times for the franchise. 

 

The All-Star Game rosters will be determined through the NBA All-Star Draft, where team captains Kevin Durant of 

the Nets and LeBron James of the Lakers will select from the pool of players voted as starters and reserves in each 

conference.  TNT will air the NBA All-Star Draft on Thursday, March 4 at 6 p.m. MT. 

 

Durant and James will make their picks without regard to a player’s conference affiliation or position.  Each captain 

will draft 11 players to complete a 12-player roster.  The NBA All-Star Draft rules include:  

 

• The eight players who, along with the two captains, are the starters will be drafted in the first round.  

• The 14 players who are the reserves will be drafted in the second round. 

• As the top overall vote-getter among fans, James will have the first pick in the first round (Starters).  Durant 

will have the first pick in the second round (Reserves). 

• The captains will alternate picks in each round until all players in that round have been selected. 

 

The 10 All-Star Game starters, unveiled last week, were selected by fans, current NBA players and a media 

panel.  The Eastern Conference starter pool is the Nets’ Durant and Kyrie Irving, the Milwaukee Bucks’ Giannis 

Antetokounmpo, the Washington Wizards’ Bradley Beal and the 76ers’ Joel Embiid.  The Western Conference starter 

pool is the Lakers’ James, the Golden State Warriors’ Stephen Curry, the Dallas Mavericks’ Luka Dončić, the Denver 

Nuggets’ Nikola Jokić and the Clippers’ Kawhi Leonard.   

 

NBA Commissioner Adam Silver will select the replacement for any player unable to participate in the All-Star Game, 

naming a player from the same conference as the player who is being replaced.   

 

Philadelphia head coach Doc Rivers and his staff have earned the spot to coach Team Durant.  Utah head coach 

Quin Snyder and his staff have earned the spot to coach Team LeBron.   

 

-- utahjazz.com -- 

 
About the Utah Jazz 

Founded as the 18th member of the National Basketball Association (NBA) in 1974, and located in Salt Lake City since 1979, 

the Utah Jazz are committed to excellence as a team and in the community. On the court, the Jazz are the second-winningest 

team in the NBA over the last 30 years, having won nine division titles and two Western Conference championships along with 

16 seasons of 50-plus wins, and are supported by one of the most passionate fan bases in all of sports. The Utah Jazz also 

operate the Junior Jazz program, the largest and longest-running youth basketball league in the NBA, featuring more than 

60,000 players and an additional 13,000 volunteers who take part annually across six states. For more information on the Utah 

Jazz, visit www.utahjazz.com. 

 

 

http://www.utahjazz.com/

